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what may be called the ethical test, viz., the degree
of satisfaction that it yields. One thing is better
than another if it yields a greater amount of satis-
faction. It comes down to the agreeable and the
disagreeable as the positive and negative states.
What is more agreeable is better. What is more
disagreeable is worse. The agreeable is the good.
The disagreeable is the bad. Looking at the condi-
tion of society as a whole we see that this is the test
of utility and the basis of economics. The positive
social state is the "pleasure economy" of Patten.
The "end in view" of Cunningham is the "greatest
happiness'* of Bentham. Social betterment is the
passage out of a pain economy into a pleasure econ-
omy, or from an economy that yields only the satis-
faction of physical needs to one that fills out the
higher spiritual aspirations. Social^grogress is that
which results in social betterment as thus defined,
and all the other supposed ends are either simply
means to this end or they are names for the various
aspects of it.

Now, "social evolution" is the term commonly
employed for the general spontaneous movement in
the direction above indicated. There may be races
that have degenerated. Empires have declined and
fallen. But new races and new empires in other
parts of the world, usually recruited from the (lite
of the effete ones, have simultaneously risen far
higher than the first. Thus far in human history
the series has been upon the whole an ascending one,